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Population and Area

Natural population change 2012 2013 2014

Marriages  27 721    26 894    28 009   
Divorces  14 334    13 180    13 149   
Live births  51 607    52 185    54 631   
Deaths  61 857    63 893    61 183   
Migration from outside land  
   border  190 871    204 551    227 665   
Migration to beyond land border  160 230    166 887    175 143   

Population1)

at end of year (31.12.)
2013 2014

Number Number %

TOTAL 6 045 425   6 093 888     100   
of which 
   Male 2 962 599   2 991 752   49.1   
   Female 3 082 826   3 102 136   50.9   
   Foreign population  743 721  794 378   13.0   
   Inhabitants per km²   286     289   —
German Population 5 301 704   5 299 510   100   
of which 
   Male 2 589 224   2 589 957   48.9   
   Female 2 712 480   2 709 553   51.1   
   under 6 years  289 508    289 097   5.5   
   6 to under 15 years  460 692    458 642   8.7   
   15 to under 65 years 3 406 567   3 390 344   64.0   
   65 years and over 1 144 937   1 161 427   21.9   
Foreign population  743 721    794 378     100   
of which 
   Male  373 375    401 795   50.6   
   Female  370 346    392 583   49.4   
   under 6 years  25 182    31 036   3.9   
   6 to under 15 years  38 595    40 484   5.1   
   15 to under 65 years  607 332    645 489   81.3   
   65 years and over  72 612    77 369   9.7   

1) Final results based on 2011 Census.
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Households and Families
Results of Microcensus (1-percent sample survey)  

Households 2015 Number
(1000) %

TOTAL  2 991   100   
of which
   1-person households  1 199 40.1   
   Households with 2 or more persons  1 792   59.9   
Average number of persons per household 2.04   —   

Families/Couples 2015 Number
(1000) %

FAMILIES with never-married children. 
total   892     100   
   Married couples with child(ren)   625   70.1   
     with 1 child   277   31.1   
     with 2 children   261   29.2   
     with 3 or more children   87   9.8   
   Cohabiting couples with child(ren)   66   7.4   
     with 1 child   43   4.8   
     with 2 or more children   23   2.6   
   Single fathers   28   3.2   
   Single mothers   173   19.4   
     with 1 child   121   13.5   
     with 2 children   40   4.4   
     with 3 or more children   13   1.4   
COUPLES without children. total   854     100   
   Married couples without children   704   82.4   
   Cohabiting couples without children   151   17.6   
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Children, Pupils and Students

Child care in day care centers 
as at 01.03.2015 

Number of  
day care centers

Number of 
children

Pedagogical 
personnel

TOTAL  4 193    248 863    43 688   
with children aged 
   0 to under 3   323    6 510    2 261   
   2 to under 8 (without school children)  1 435    76 801    11 919   
   5 to under 14 (only school children)   220    10 408    1 376   
   with children of all age groups  2 215    155 144    28 132   

Pupils by types of schools
in school year 2015/16 Number

Female Foreigners
%

Schools of general education  623 582   49.0   10.4   
of which   
   Primary schools1)  214 838   49.1   8.7   
   Secondary general schools1)  20 539   41.1   23.1   
   Orientation schools1)  14 639   45.9   10.0   
   Intermediate schools1)  70 423   47.9   12.0   
   Schools of secondary level1)  5 500   44.7   15.8   
   Grammar schools1)  199 237   52.6   6.4   
   Integrated classes  65 059   47.7   12.4   
   Special schools1)  23 079   35.7   14.1   
   Adult education schools  4 523   45.4   24.7   
Vocational schools  186 681   43.6   14.8   

School-leavers at end of  
school year 2014/15 
(schools of general education)

Number
Female Foreigners

%

TOTAL  57 124   49.0   12.9   
of which  
   with secondary general school certificate  9 057   41.3   21.8   
   with intermediate school-leaving  
   certificate  23 211   47.3   14.8   

   with entrance qualification for  
   universities of applied sciences   314   46.8   23.9   
   with universitiy entrance qualification  22 000   55.3   5.5   
   with school-leaving certificate
   of special schools  1 453   37.9   23.9   
   without secondary general school  
   certificate  1 089   37.0   28.2   

1) Including corresponding stages at comprehensive schools.

Students in higher education 
in the winter term Number

Female Foreigners
%

2013/14  227 608   46.7   13.5   
2014/15  238 221   47.1   13.5   
2015/16  244 322   47.3   13.8   



Unemployed  at end of 
year (31.12.) 2013 2014 2015

TOTAL  185 612    184 378    177 944   
incl. in % 
   Female 46.6   46.8   46.7   
   under 25 years 9.8   9.5   9.2   
   55 years and over 18.6   19.2   19.3   
   Foreigners 26.5   28.1   30.3   
Unemployment rate 5.8   5.7   5.5   
Notified job vacancies  34 164    35 734    42 549   

Employment

Data source: Federal Employment Agency.

Employees subject to
social insurance contributions at 
place of work as at 30.06.2015

Number
Female Foreigners

%

TOTAL 2 408 671   45.5   12.8   
of which  
   Agriculture, forestry and fishing  9 237   32.9   29.6   
   Industry  474 689   24.6   9.4   
   Construction  115 279   13.5   22.1   
   Trade, transport, accomodation
      and food services  576 188   44.1   16.5   
   Business service  622 104   44.2   14.3   
   Other service activities  611 167   70.6   8.3   
Undergoing vocational training  97 527   43.9   9.1   

Persons in employment 2015, annual average

Industry
16.3 %

Construction
5.1 %

Trade, transport,
accommodation and

food services;
information

27.4 %

Financial and
insurance activities,

business services
20.9 %

Other service activities;
education and human health;

private households
29.3 %

Agriculture and
forestry, fishing

0.9 %



Economy and Tourism

Visitors 2014 2015
Annual 

percentage 
change

Arrivals 13 702 917   14 313 705    4.5   
Overnight stays 31 180 120   32 167 968    3.2   
Average duration of stay (days) 2.3   2.2   .   

Gross domestic product
Gross value added at current prices

2013 2014 2015
EUR million

Gross domestic product  243 425    253 864    263 444   
Gross value added  218 920    228 391    237 042   
of which (%)
   Agriculture and forestry, fishing 0.4   0.3   0.3   
   Industry, excluding construction 20.8   21.2   21.0   
   Construction 3.6   3.8   3.8   
   Trade, transportation and storage,  
     accomodtion and food services, 
     information and communication 22.5   22.2   22.4   
   Financial and insurance ctivities, 
      business services; real estate activities 32.6   32.5   32.5   
   Other service activities, education and 
      human health, private households 20.1   20.0   20.0   

Manufacturing 2014 2015
Annual

percentage 
change

Local units  2 840    2 788   – 1.8   
Persons employed  406 072    403 848   – 0.5   
Total wages/salaries (EUR 1000) 19 407 990   19 865 261   2.4   
Total turnover (EUR 1000) 112 152 297   110 406 141   – 1.6   
incl. Non-domestic turnover 57 022 615   54 618 194   – 4.2   
Export rate 50.8   49.5   —

Main construction industry 2014 2015
Annual  

percentage
change

Local units   485    487   0.4   
Persons employed  25 235   24 616  – 2.5   
Hours worked (1000)  30 129   29 613  – 1.7   
Total wages/salaries (EUR 1000)  890 105   880 882  – 1.0   
Turnover on construction work 
   (EUR 1000) 4 038 649  3 772 977  – 6.6   



Agriculture and Trade

Agricultural holdings
and land use 2014 2015

Annual  
percentage 

change

Holdings in 1000 16.9 16.4 – 2.9   
Utilised agricultural area 
   in 1000 ha 768.0 769.5  0.2   
   incl.:
      Arable land 479.0 472.1 – 1.4   
      Permanent grassland 282.9 290.8  2.8   
      Permanent crops 5.9 6.5  9.0   
         incl. vine acreage 3.5 3.5 – 0.6   

Livestock population as 
of May

2014 2015 Annual  
percentage 

change Number (1000)

Cattle 464.5 467.1  0.6   
Pigs 599.7 593.1 – 1.1   

Foreign trade in 2015  
in EUR 1000 (provisional 
results)

Total
including

trade and 
industry food industry

EUR 1000

Exports (special trade) 60 034 808 56 327 284 2 220 582
Imports (general trade) 83 400 178 75 896 318 3 599 845

Foreign trade, 2015, by continent, (%) 
(preliminary results)
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Finances and Taxes

Public finances 2013 2014 2015

Tax revenue (EUR 1000) 17 542 746 18 536 315 19 651 136 
incl. in % 
   Income tax 57.0 55.9 55.5 
   Turnover tax 32.5 31.1 31.9 
   Share in trade tax 1.2 1.2 1.2 
Increase in share in trade tax 2.0 2.1 2.0 

Business liable to pay turnover 
tax, 2014 Number

Goods and services
EUR 1000 %

ALL ECONOMIC SECTORS  246 147 449 993 187   100 
Agriculture, forestry and fishing  4 838 1 421 741 0.3 
Mining and quarrying   108 2 598 622 0.6 
Manufacturing  18 050 131 327 387 29.2 
Electricity, gas, steam and air condi- 
   tioning supply  3 126 23 407 953 5.2 
Water supply; sewerage, waste mana- 
   gement and remediation activities   970 3 123 355 0.7 
Construction  23 955 17 284 735 3.8 
Wholesale and retail trade;
   repair of motor vehicles and         
   motorcycles  45 921 133 038 782 29.6 
Transportaiton and storage  8 862 16 219 221 3.6 
Accommodation and food service  
   activities  16 713 7 187 276 1.6 
Information and communication  11 757 13 922 611 3.1 
Financial and insurance activities  2 300 25 403 259 5.6 
Real estate activities  23 903 12 199 013 2.7 
Professional, scientific and 
   technical activities  42 130 30 476 675 6.8 
Administrative and support
   service activities  15 251 14 898 210 3.3 
Education  4 004 1 020 211 0.2 
Human health and social work  
   activities  4 093 9 918 776 2.2 
Arts, entertainment and recreation  6 491 3 690 718 0.8 
Other service activities  13 675 2 854 643 0.6 

Income tax on wages and salaries 2004 2007 2010

Persons liable for income tax 2 727 097 2 940 597 2 976 755 
Adjusted gross income (EUR 1000) 88 901 915 101 626 517 103 538 729 
Per taxpayer (EUR)  32 599  34 560  34 782 



Elections

European elections 2014 2009 Change on 2009  
(percentage points)

Registered Voters 4 422 994   4 402 792   —   
Electoral participation (%) 42.2   37.9   4.3   
Valid seconds votes 1 843 554   1 639 087   —   
of which: votes cast for (in %)
   CDU   30.6   36.4   – 5.8   
   SPD 30.3   24.4    5.9   
   FDP 4.1   12.6   – 8.5   
   GRÜNE 12.9   15.0   – 2.1   
   DIE LINKE 5.6   3.9   1.7   
   AfD 9.1   —   9.1   

„Bundestag“ elections 2013 2009 Change on 2009  
(percentage points)

Registered Voters 4 413 271   4 398 919   —   
Electoral participation (%) 73.2   73.8   – 0.6   
Valid seconds votes 3 148 091   3 177 571   —   
of which: votes cast for (in %)
   CDU   39.2   32.2   7.0   
   SPD 28.8   25.6   3.2   

   FDP 5.6   16.6   – 11.0   

   GRÜNE 9.9   12.0   – 2.1   

   DIE LINKE 6.0   8.5   – 2.5   

   AfD 5.6   —   5.6   

Municipal elections 2016 2011 Change on 2011  
(percentage points)

Registered Voters 4 737 938   4 594 245   —   
Electoral participation (%) 48.0   47.7   0.3   
Valid second votes 2 167 871   2 069 939   —   
of which: votes cast for (in %)
   CDU   28.9   33.7   – 4.8   
   SPD 28.5   31.5   – 3.0   
   FDP 6.4   3.9   2.5   
   GRÜNE 11.3   18.3   – 7.0   
   DIE LINKE 3.5   2.7   0.8   
   AfD 11.9   —   11.9   Ed
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Transport
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Stock of motor vehicles 01.01.2014 01.01.2015 01.01.2016

TOTAL 4 105 981   4 159 474   4 228 482   
incl.  
   Passenger cars 3 441 406   3 483 965   3 539 412   
   Trucks  183 419    188 240    195 227   
   Road tractors  141 283    142 716    144 477   
   Motorcycles  313 955    318 507    323 002   

Road traffic accidents 2014 2015
Annual  

percentage 
change

TOTAL1)  130 853    135 597    3.6   
incl.  
   Involving personal injury  21 220    21 157   – 0.3   
Casualities  28 382    28 348   – 0.1   
of which  
   Persons killed   223     242    8.5   
   Seriously injured  4 878    4 749   – 2.6   
   Slightly injured  23 281    23 357    0.3   

1) Minor accidents included.

Data Source: Federal Motor Transport Authority.

[Gesundes unternehmen ]


